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Congress Returns: For How Long? 
 

 

 

 
 

Members of Congress return to Washington today after the August/Labor Day 
recess.  How long this session of Congress will run is the top question.  
Published reports suggest that as early as September 19 Congress will again 
recess until after the November election.  That would be followed by a “lame 
duck” session later in November and into December. 
 
The immediate focus will be on passing a Continuing Resolution (CR) for 
funding for Fiscal Year 2015, which begins October 1, to last at least through 
mid-December. This would mean programs would operate at FY 2014 levels 
through that time. It is unlikely that any bills other than the CR will be 
considered during the September session, including the Older Americans Act. 
NANASP has been visiting DC Congressional offices and many have expressed 
hope that the Older Americans Act may be able to proceed during the “lame 
duck” session. However, they also have said that their offices need to hear 
interest from constituents. If you haven’t already contacted your Senators 
and Representative about getting the OAA moving through Congress, please 
do so today!  Also, please review our advocacy alert to be sent today 
about OAA reauthorization! 

 

NANASP and Pfizer Present Webinar on Senior 
Vaccinations 

 
 
 

On August 26, 2014, NANASP in partnership with Pfizer held a webinar 
entitled "Senior Adults Need Vaccines Too!" to recognize National 
Immunization Awareness Month. Dr. Vincenza Snow presented on behalf of 
Pfizer.  At NANASP's annual conference in May, NANASP passed a vaccine 
awareness resolution which calls for older adults to follow the CDC 
vaccination guidelines on receiving immunizations as well as supporting 
public and private efforts to raise awareness about vaccines. Prior to the 
webinar, Bob Blancato, NANASP Executive Director, also testified before the 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) at two meetings on 
the importance of older adult vaccinations against pneumonia and other 
vaccine-preventable illnesses. 

 

http://www.nanasp/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://nanasp.org/position-resolutions
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Past President Paul Downey Meets with WHCoA 
Executive Director 

 
NANASP Immediate Past President Paul Downey met with Nora Super, the 
newly named Executive Director of the White House Conference on Aging 
(WHCoA), on September 4 in San Diego.   During a very productive discussion 
about possible topics, Downey thanked her for the WHCoA’s commitment to 
healthy aging and offered NANASP’s assistance at any time during the 
Conference and its planning.  “I was very impressed with the breadth of 
Nora’s expertise in aging policy and her focus on achieving tangible outcomes 
from the Conference,” said Downey.  

 

NANASP Participates in NICOA Conference 
 

This weekend, NANASP participated in the National Indian Council on Aging’s 
biennial conference. Bob Blancato gave the plenary speech “Major Issues in 
Indian Country” which touched on a variety of topics in Washington, 
including the Older Americans Act and issues relating to caregivers and 
therapeutic nutrition.    Pam Carlson was also on site with a NANASP exhibit 
that included the Employer Elder Care Toolkit: Focus on Therapeutic 
Nutrition to which NANASP has contributed. (The toolkit website has been 
updated for easier navigation—visit it here!) 
 

 

NANASP Member Wins Award of Excellence 
 

The First Tennessee Human Resource Agency’s nutrition won an award of 
excellence from the Tennessee Association of Human Resource Agencies for 
their work with CrestPoint, a private insurance company. CrestPoint is 
offering the FTHRA’s Meals on Wheels program as part of their post-
hospitalization care for patients. In addition, CrestPoint employees volunteer 
with the MOW program. This innovative partnership won FTHRA the Gordon 
Acuff Award of Excellence. 
 

mailto:rblancato@nanasp.org
mailto:mponder@nanasp.org
mailto:pcarlson@nanasp.org
http://www.familiesandwork.org/elder-care-toolkit-home/


 

 
 
(left to right, Jason Cody, FTHRA Executive Director; Quincy Barlow, TAHRA 
President; and Kevin Whalen, FTHRA Director of Operations) 
 
Has your program been recognized? Let us know and you could be featured in 
an upcoming Bulletin! 

 

National Senior Center Month and Healthy Aging 
Month—What You Can Do to Celebrate! 

 
 

September is National Senior Center Month as well as Healthy Aging Month, 
and one important component of healthy aging is brain health. Brain health 
has ties to dementia prevention, behavioral health, falls prevention, and 
chronic disease self management. The Administration for Community Living, 
National Institutes for Health, and the CDC have partnered to create an 
educational resource on brain health (which can be found here). It includes a 
PowerPoint presentation, which could be shown at a senior center, a one-
page handout for seniors and caregivers, an educator’s guide with more 
information, and a supplementary handout for the presentation. We 
encourage you to take advantage of this free resource to share with older 
adults and caregivers and to consider showing the PowerPoint to older adults 
at your center, congregate meal site, etc. 

 
If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  

Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 
www.nanasp.org 

http://acl.gov/Get_Help/BrainHealth/index.aspx
http://twitter.com/nourishseniors
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Association-of-Nutrition-and-Aging-Services-ProgramsNANASP/297513753613
http://www.nanasp.org/

