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August Is Advocacy Month:  
Stay Involved! 

 
 
 

 

Remember, Two Critical Messages to Give Your 
Representatives… 
 

Pass the OAA! 
 
Pass S.192, the bipartisan Older Americans Act reauthorization, in the 
House by September 30.  Five years is too long to wait! 
 

Stop Sequestration! 
 
Stop these harmful cuts. Our seniors cannot afford them! 
 
 

Get Your Representative to Visit Your Site! 
 
One of the best ways for Congress to see the value of the OAA is to see your 
program at work. Since Members of Congress will be at home through Labor 
Day, now is the time to get them to visit your program site! Have them eat 
in your congregate dining room. Send them on a meal delivery. Let them 
speak to the seniors who benefit from the OAA every single day. Some tips 
for success: 

1) Call now! Members’ schedules book up fast! It may not be too late to 
squeeze a site visit in though. 

2) Take pictures! Make sure you take pictures while they’re at your site. 
Send them to your Representative’s communications director. (Ask for an 
email address from a staff person.) Tweet them! Put them on Facebook! 
Send them to your local paper! Make it known that your member of 
Congress visited your site. The publicity is great for both of you. 

3) Thank them, and then thank them again. Thank your member for 

http://postlink.www.listbox.com/1926843/f880d81ed3fc14afb23fd271733170e6/12877878/c02f0c69?uri=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uYW5hc3A


The purpose of the 
Washington Bulletin is to 
provide members with the 
most current legislative 
information in the field of 
aging, community-based 
services, and nutrition and 
the elderly. 

Resources 

  

Click Here for ACL’s “Did 
Your Know? informal 
document which presents 
general information about 
the OAA nutrition program  

Contact Us         

http://www.nanasp.org  

rblancato@nanasp.org 

mponder@nanasp.org 

pcarlson@nanasp.org 

scarlson@nanasp.org  

 

visiting when they leave, and then send a follow-up email or card to the 
local office thanking them for their time.  

4) Tell us about it! Email Meredith Ponder at mponder@nanasp.org to 
share your experience. Send us your pictures and stories too! 

Let us know if you have any questions! 

 
What you can do RIGHT NOW on these issues: 
 
1) Visit your Representative’s website to find your local district office. 
Call your local district office to set up a site visit. 
 
2) Contact your House member in DC!  You can call your Representative at 
202-225-3121 via the Congressional switchboard and/or send an email to 
your Representative. 
 
Let us know when you engage in local action. Also, please email Meredith 
Ponder at mponder@nanasp.org or call 202-682-6899 with questions, 
stories, information, and advocacy ideas!  

 
 

Don’t Be A Scam Victim: Tips from the IRS 
 

 
 

  

Below is a message from the IRS with some helpful tips on how to respond if 
you believe you, one of your loved ones, or one of your clients are being 
scammed. To sign up for alerts to scams that use the IRS as a lure and to 
learn more about tricks used by IRS posers, visit IRS.gov or click on the links 
below: 
 
(from the “IRS Tax Tips” newsletter) 
 
Though the tax season is over, tax scammers work year-round. The IRS 
advises you to stay alert to protect yourself against new ways criminals 
pose as the IRS to trick you out of your money or personal information. 
These scams first tried to sting older Americans, newly arrived immigrants 
and those who speak English as a second language. The crooks have 
expanded their net, and now try to swindle virtually anyone. Here are 
several tips from the IRS to help you avoid being a victim of these scams: 

 Scams use scare tactics.  These aggressive and sophisticated scams 
try to scare people into making a false tax payment that ends up 
with the criminal. Many phone scams use threats to try to intimidate 
you so you will pay them your money. They often threaten arrest or 
deportation, or that they will revoke your license if you don’t pay. 
They may also leave “urgent” callback requests, sometimes through 
“robo-calls,” via phone or email. The emails will often contain a fake 
IRS document with a phone number or an email address for you to 
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reply. 
 Scams use caller ID spoofing.  Scammers often alter caller ID to 

make it look like the IRS or another agency is calling. The callers use 
IRS titles and fake badge numbers to appear legit. They may use 
online resources to get your name, address and other details about 
your life to make the call sound official. 

 Scams use phishing email and regular mail.  Scammers copy official 
IRS letterhead to use in email or regular mail they send to victims. In 
another new variation, schemers provide an actual IRS address where 
they tell the victim to mail a receipt for the payment they make. All 
in an attempt to make the scheme look official. 

 Scams cost victims over $20 million.  The Treasury Inspector 
General for Tax Administration, or TIGTA, has received reports of 
about 600,000 contacts since October 2013. TIGTA is also aware of 
nearly 4,000 victims who have collectively reported over $20 million 
in financial losses as a result of tax scams. 

The real IRS will not: 

 Call you to demand immediate payment. The IRS will not call you if 
you owe taxes without first sending you a bill in the mail. 

 Demand that you pay taxes and not allow you to question or appeal 
the amount that you owe. 

 Require that you pay your taxes a certain way. For instance, require 
that you pay with a prepaid debit card. 

 Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone. 
 Threaten to bring in police or other agencies to arrest you for not 

paying. 

If you don’t owe taxes or have no reason to think that you do: 

 Do not provide any information to the caller. Hang up immediately. 
 Contact the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration. Use 

TIGTA’s “IRS Impersonation Scam Reporting” web page to report 
the incident. 

 You should also report it to the Federal Trade Commission. Use the 
“FTC Complaint Assistant” on FTC.gov. Please add "IRS Telephone 
Scam" in the notes. 

If you know you owe, or think you may owe taxes: 

 Call the IRS at 800-829-1040. IRS workers can help you if you do owe 
taxes. 

Stay alert to scams that use the IRS as a lure. For more, visit “Tax Scams 
and Consumer Alerts” on IRS.gov. 
 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
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you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  
 

Visit www.nanasp.org or check out  
@nourishseniors and our Facebook Page today! 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars  

June 1-3, 2016  

The Mirage Hotel  

Las Vegas, NV 
 

Stay tuned for more details coming soon! 
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