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August Advocacy Begins—New Ways to Get Our 
Message to Members of Congress 

 
 

 
 

 

Congress is now out of session, and so it’s exceedingly important to use this 
opportunity while Members are at home to inform them about our priorities. 
Here are a few new things you can do: 
 
1) Visit the local offices of your Senators or Representative. You can set up a 
meeting with a staff member and share these messages with them in person:   
  

 Fund the Older Americans Act Nutrition Programs at $819 million 
for FY 2015. As NANASP and MOWAA have done with key Members of 
Congress, remind them that we are thankful for their support for a $47 
million increase in FY 2014, but that the programs continue to grow in 
need as the population ages. 

 Reject cuts to other Older Americans Act programs, especially the 
Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP), and reject 
cuts to Senior Corps. Both of these cuts were proposed in the 
President’s budget. 

 Renew the Older Americans Act, which is now close to four years 
overdue for renewal.  It is a proven program in your community and 
its services allow older adults to remain in the community and at 
home at a considerable savings to Medicare and Medicaid. 

You can find the phone numbers and addresses for their local offices on their 
websites (Senators, Representative). Call and ask to set up an appointment 
to talk about the Older Americans Act. Give examples of how it helps people in 
their communities—talk about your programs and use specific numbers and 
stories. Bring a participant or two from your program if you can. Follow up 
via email with the staff member. 
 
2)  Tweet or post on Facebook to your Senators and Representative.  You 
can tweet at your Senators and Representative if you use Twitter—their 
usernames are generally linked from their website. You can also search for 
them on Facebook and post a message to their Facebook page if you don’t 
have Twitter. (Those messages can be longer than the Twitter messages.) 
Staff members do monitor their Twitter and Facebook pages and they will see 

http://www.nanasp/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.house.gov/representatives/


and the elderly. 
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your message! 
 
Some sample tweets to use: 
 

 .@Representative Renew the Older Americans Act because it is a 

proven program that helps people in your community! 

#nourishseniors 

 .@Representative Prevent malnutrition in your community; fund the 

Older Americans Act nutrition programs at $819m #nourishseniors 

 .@Senator By funding the #OAA nutrition programs at $819m, we can 

reduce Medicare/Medicaid costs #nourishseniors 

 .@Senator Keep older adults contributing to their communities; reject 

cuts to SCSEP and Senior Corps! #nourishseniors 

For Facebook posts, you can use the sample tweet themes and expand upon 
them. Mention your program and what it does for their community. 
Remember, keep your post to a short paragraph.  
 
Please email mponder@nanasp.org if you have questions!  

 

Executive Director Announced for White House 
Conference on Aging 

 
 

 

The White House has officially selected an executive director to lead an 
upcoming White House Conference on Aging. Nora Super, currently Acting 
Director, Office of Public Affairs and Communications for the Health 
Information Technology section of HHS, will be the executive director. Before 
her role at HHS, Super was the Director of Federal Government Relations, 
Health and Long-Term Care at AARP, where she was the lead lobbyist on all 
matters related to the enactment of the Affordable Care Act. She has also 
worked for Kaiser Permanente as well as in academic and governmental 
positions.  
 
NANASP Executive Director Bob Blancato and other aging leaders met with 
White House officials to discuss the Conference and its progress. In a blog 
post on WhiteHouse.gov about the meeting from Cecelia Muñoz, Director of 
the Domestic Policy Council, Muñoz states, “We intend to use the year ahead 
to be as creative as possible about using new technology, agencies’ regional 
offices, partners, and other strategies to engage directly with older Americans 
and stakeholders on these issues. We are looking forward not only to the 
Conference, but to a year of engagement and dialogue about older Americans’ 
issues and the opportunity to celebrate all that older Americans continue to 
contribute to our country.” 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  

mailto:rblancato@nanasp.org
mailto:mponder@nanasp.org
mailto:pcarlson@nanasp.org
mailto:mponder@nanasp.org
http://www.healthit.gov/newsroom/nora-super-mpa
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/07/29/horizon-2015-white-house-conference-aging
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/07/29/horizon-2015-white-house-conference-aging


 

Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 
www.nanasp.org 
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