
The National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs presents 

 

 
 

July 16, 2015 

In this Edition 
 

** OAA PASSES 
SENATE 

 

 
National Voice. 
Local Action. 
 
Strengthening Policies 
and Programs that 
Nourish Seniors 

 
 

NANASP’s Vision is to 
reshape the future of 
nutrition and healthy 
aging. 

 
NANASP’s Mission is to 
strengthen, through 
advocacy and education, 
those who help older 
Americans. 

 

Washington Bulletin © 
2015 is a publication 
produced by The National 
Association of Nutrition 
and Aging Services 
Programs (NANASP) 
1612 K. Street, NW,  
Suite 400,  
Washington, DC, 20006;  
Tel. (202) 682-6899 

 

OLDER AMERICANS ACT REAUTHORIZATION 
PASSES THE SENATE 

 
 
 

 

The 1100-member National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services 
Programs (NANASP) today commended the Senate for its unanimous voice 
vote passage of S. 192, the bipartisan Older Americans Act Reauthorization 
Act of 2015 (OAA).  NANASP Chair Ann Cooper called it “a strong and 
bipartisan reaffirmation for the value of the Older Americans Act in 
improving the quality of life for older adults.” 
 
NANASP Executive Director Bob Blancato noted that the Senate bill has 
numerous provisions to preserve the existing good features of the nutrition 
programs while also making enhancements for the future. “NANASP 
especially supports the bill’s calling for greater use of locally grown fresh 
foods in nutrition programs, language to more directly utilize dietitians, 
and the clarification of policy on supplemental foods given with home 
delivered meals. These improvements, combined with maintaining separate 
funding for congregate and home-delivered meals and keeping contributions 
from participants voluntary, will ensure that the largest program in the OAA 
continues to be effective in its important mission.” 
 
NANASP Immediate Past President Paul Downey commended the bipartisan 
leadership which produced the Senate-passed bill, specifically Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee Chairman Lamar 
Alexander (R-TN) and HELP Primary Health and Retirement Security 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I-VT). “The OAA has a 
proud history of bipartisanship which continues today. Thanks to the work 
of Sens. Alexander and Sanders, along with other committee members, we 
move forward to the House.” 
 
NANASP also praised the Senate bill for its ongoing support of the Senior 
Community Service Employment Program, which remains in the Department 
of Labor. 
 
“It is especially appropriate that the Senate bill passes in the same week as 
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the OAA celebrated its 50th anniversary and the 2015 White House 
Conference was held, which featured a strong endorsement of the Act by 
President Obama,” noted Blancato. 
 
NANASP urged the House of Representatives to follow the Senate in 
enacting an OAA reauthorization.  “We intend to concentrate our advocacy 
efforts on the House throughout the upcoming August recess so the House 
will be compelled to act quickly and get this done before the end of the 
fiscal year. The simplest way to achieve this would be for the House to 
adopt this Senate-passed bill and we urge them to do so,” said Cooper. 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  

Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 
www.nanasp.org
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