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White House Conference on Aging Held July 13; 
Many New Initiatives for Older Adults 

Announced 
 

 
 

 

The White House Conference on Aging, held Monday, July 13, in Washington, D.C., 
was a day-long series of announcements, discussions and presentations from the 
Obama administration. NANASP was well-represented at the White House, with 
Bob Blancato, Executive Director, Paul Downey, Immediate Past President, and 
Tony Sarmiento, Vice Chair of Education, attending. Meredith Ponder, Federal 
Policy and Advocacy Manager, attended the Federal Interagency Watch Party at 
the Department of Transportation. Also, NANASP members held over 40 watch 
parties across the country.  
 
Some of the announcements made at the White House Monday were: 
 

 A new proposed rule from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to increase 
accessibility to nutrition for homebound, older Americans and people with 
disabilities by enabling Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program  (SNAP) 
benefits to be used for Meals on Wheels; 

 The U.S. Department of Transportation will launch the National Aging and 
Disability Transportation Center in fall 2015; this $2.5 million investment 
will provide technical assistance to improve the availability and 
accessibility of transportation options that serve the needs of people with 
disabilities, seniors and caregivers; 

 The Surgeon General joined with the YMCA Monday in issuing a challenge to 
the 850 YMCA associations across the country to host intergenerational 
physical activity events during the first week of August to promote 
opportunities for young and older Americans to be active together; 

 The U.S. Department of Justice is committing to enroll and train 
prosecutors from all 50 states to effectively prosecute elder abuse and 
financial exploitation by 2017; 

 In 2011, the National Prevention Council, chaired by the Surgeon General 
and made up of 20 Federal departments, developed the National 
Prevention Strategy to guide the nation in implementing the most effective 
strategies for improving health and well-being.  Monday, the Council 
announced that in the spring of 2016, it will release a Healthy Aging Action 
Plan to advance the National Prevention Strategy and will identify federal 
action steps to promote prevention and well-being among older Americans. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/07/13/fact-sheet-white-house-conference-aging


President Obama giving his remarks at the WHCOA, photograph 
taken by Paul Downey 
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The President and Secretary Burwell 
in their speeches also pledged 
support for reauthorizing the Older 
Americans Act, now four years late 
for reauthorization. The  OAA 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
yesterday—Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed it into law on July 14, 1965.  
 
Paul Downey, Immediate Past 
President, said, “It was very exciting 
to be part of the White House 
Conference on Aging. Sitting in the 
East Room of the White House 
listening to an inspirational speech 
by the President that touched on our 

core values of assisting seniors in need and doing so with passion was very moving.   
The rest of the sessions, which included the Secretaries of HHS, Labor, Agriculture 
and the Surgeon General, were also important because they emphasized the 
importance of strong and 
supportive policies for our 
nation’s seniors. Perhaps the 
most important thing from the 
conference was, at least for a 
day, the nation (and the media) 
talked aging policy.”   
 
Tony Sarmiento, Vice Chair of 
Education, said, “I thought 
Assistant Secretary Greenlee’s 
remarks about elder justice were 
one of the highlights of the 
afternoon. I had hoped to hear 
about how to address the 
growing numbers of older Americans looking for work through SCSEP and the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. But aging in our diverse nation is an 
encompassing and multifaceted topic. Perhaps it was inevitable that many critical 
issues would be overlooked or just touched on lightly, even if the conference had 
been a full week. Nora Super and the WHCOA staff deserve our thanks for their 
contributions and leadership, and many thanks to the NANASP members and Senior 
Service America network for hosting watch parties.” 
 
You can find our live tweeting from the Conference in order here which provides 
an up-close view of what happened minute-by-minute. 
  

 
 

Older Americans Act Turns 50 
 

The Older Americans Act turned 50 years old yesterday! Here are just some of the 
services it has provided over only a five-year period: 
 

 Over 130 million rides to doctors’ offices, grocery stores, and other 
essential places! 

http://www.nanasp/
mailto:rblancato@nanasp.org
mailto:mponder@nanasp.org
mailto:pcarlson@nanasp.org
https://storify.com/meponder/nanasp-collected-whcoa-tweets


 

 

 

 

 

 More than 1 billion meals served! 

 Over 60 million hours of homemaker services! 

 Almost 248 million hours of community service! 
 
For a great detailed infographic from ACL with even more numbers, visit their 
website here. 
 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  

Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 
www.nanasp.org
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