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OAA Reauthorization Passes Through Senate 
HELP Committee 

 
 
 

 

On Wednesday, January 28, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) 

Committee unanimously voted in favor of sending S.192, the Older Americans Act (OAA) 
Reauthorization Act of 2015 (text) on to the full Senate for a vote.  

 

Ann Cooper, Chair of the Board of Directors of NANASP, said, “The U.S. Senate has sent a 
message to all older Americans that the issues surrounding aging are, as they should be, 

a priority.  With so many Americans turning 60 each day, having the Older Americans Act 
in place as our safety net of support is simply common sense.  I applaud those who 

focused energies so quickly in our new Congress to get the Reauthorization of the Act on 

its way to full passage.” 
 

In a statement provided by the Committee, Committee Chairman Sen. Lamar Alexander 
(R-TN) said, “The legislation passed by the committee today enables important senior 

programs like Meals on Wheels that provide needed support for more than 150,000 

seniors in Tennessee alone. This legislation will also improve the lives of millions of 
seniors throughout the country by ensuring quality of care in nursing homes—or providing 

the resources older Americans need to live comfortably in their homes as they age.” 
 

One reason for the easy passage of this bill in the Committee was as the result of a 
bipartisan compromise agreement related to the future funding formula for the Act.  The 

precise language of the agreement is as follows: “For each of fiscal years 2016 through 

2018, no State shall be allotted an amount that is less than 99 percent of the amount 
allotted to such State for the previous fiscal year. For fiscal year 2019 and each 

subsequent fiscal year, no State shall be allotted an amount that is less than 100 percent 
of the amount allotted to such State for fiscal year 2018.’’ 

 

Seventeen senators from the committee were present for most of the hearing. Some 
highlights from the comments made by senators after the vote: 

 
 Sen. Patty Murray (Ranking Member, D-WA) discussed the importance of Meals 

on Wheels to her state as well as the importance of elder abuse screening and 

prevention, disease prevention, and family caregivers. 
 Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) had wanted to offer an amendment about end-

of-life planning, but no amendments were accepted. He made a passionate 

speech about the importance of bipartisan work on this issue. 

 Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) talked about long term care ombudsmen and their role 
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in combating financial abuse. 

 Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT) discussed the funding formula issue and that he still 

had concerns that the compromise would end up harming his state. 
 Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO) talked about locally grown foods as well as his 

disappointment that proposed bill language about cultural competency and LGBT 

issues didn't make it into the final bill text. 

There is still no timetable for action in the House, nor is it clear when this will be 
considered by the full Senate. 

 
In other Senate HELP Committee news, the Primary Health and Aging Subcommittee, 

which has jurisdiction over the OAA, has been renamed as the Primary Health and 

Retirement Security Subcommittee. Sen. Mike Enzi (R-WY) will be the Chair and Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT) will be the Ranking Member. A full list of members can be found 

here. 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  

you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  
Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 
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Stay tuned or visit http://www.nanasp.org/ for more information. 
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