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The purpose of the 

End of the 113th Congress: What You Need to 
Know 

 
 

 
 

On Tuesday, December 16, the President signed the “cromnibus” (Continuing 
Resolution and omnibus) spending bill which funds federal government 
programs for the rest of fiscal year 2015. The House had passed it earlier last 
week, and the Senate passed it Saturday night, December 13. 
 
This $1.1 trillion, 1,600-page omnibus appropriations bill funds eleven of the 
twelve annual appropriations bills for the rest of FY2015. The twelfth bill, 
which funds the Department of Homeland Security, is also included but is 
funded under a temporary Continuing Resolution that expires in February.  
 
This spending package averts a second round of sequestration from 
occurring in FY2015. It funds most programs for FY2015 at the same 
levels they had been funded in FY2014, including all Older Americans 
Act programs. This underscores the importance of the advocacy work 
NANASP members did last year to raise funding levels for the OAA Title 
IIIC nutrition programs—the programs in the OAA which did not receive 
funding increases in FY14 are still being funded at sequestration levels.  
 
Other funding decisions include funding SCSEP at the same level as FY14, 
$434 million, and keeping it in the Department of Labor, as opposed to the 
President’s budget proposal which would have cut SCSEP and transferred it 
to the Administration for Community Living. The Senior Corps programs also 
received the same funding as they did in FY14 and were not restructured—
the President’s budget had proposed significant cuts to and restructuring of 
Senior Corps. At our annual meeting, NANASP had adopted position 
resolutions against the President’s proposed cuts and restructuring of SCSEP 
and Senior Corps. 
 
Also, the Elder Justice Act has received its first-ever Congressional 
appropriation. This bill provides $4 million for the Elder Justice Initiative, 
which will provide competitive grants to states to test and evaluate 
innovative approaches to preventing and responding to elder abuse.  The 
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funding of the Initiative marks the first time the Elder Justice Act has ever 
received direct appropriations from Congress since the Act was passed in 
2010. NANASP had adopted a position resolution at our annual meeting in 
favor of the Initiative. 
 
Other funding highlights include: 

 Social Services Block Grant level funded at $1.7 billion 
 Commodity Supplemental Food Program went up by $8.8 million to 

$211 million, which was higher than the President's budget request 
 Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program level-funded 
 $1 million in new funding for competitive grants for technical 

assistance for government and non-profit transportation providers for 
people with disabilities 

 $2.5 million in new funding for supportive services for aging Holocaust 
survivors in the US 

 
 Share This Post on the OAA 

 
Bob Blancato, Executive Director of NANASP, has written a blog post for PBS’s 
Next Avenue on “Why the Older Americans Act Matters.” It was also 
reprinted by Forbes. Please share this post, particularly with your Members 
of Congress and their staff! It is a good basic introduction to what the OAA is 
and why it is so important. 

 

2014 End of Year Grant Recipients 
 

In 2013 NANASP instituted a special end of year grant program which 
awarded $8,000 to eight NANASP member programs across the U.S. for whom 
sequestration had been an especially difficult burden. NANASP announces the 
following programs which will be provided with a year-end sequestration 
relief award for 2014. The awards this year total $13,500. 
 
In October we sent out a short survey to our members again asking 
information about the continued impact of sequestration.  A total of 89 
surveys were returned.   
 
The winners represent a cross section of rural, urban and suburban programs 
and in some cases they had unique elements to their proposals. One program 
had the additional impact of the Buffalo-area record snowfall which wiped 
out their emergency food kits, normally utilized throughout a full winter. One 
rural program has multiple sites where preparation and delivery costs total 
over $10.00 per meal. 
 
The winners are:  
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Aging Services Inc., Norman, OK 
Meals on Wheels for Western New York, Inc., Buffalo, NY 

ROCS-Dakota Senior Meals, Lake Andes, SD 
CENLA Area Agency on Aging, Alexandria, LA 

Centralina AAA, Charlotte, NC 
Kauai Economic Opportunity, Incorporated, Kauai, HI 

Knoxville-Knox County CAC, Knoxville, TN 
Middle Rio Grande Area Agency on Aging, Carrizo Springs, TX 

Rainbow Senior Center at Kronkosky Place, Boerne, TX 

 
 

 
 

NANASP would like to thank the following  
2014 generous supporters: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

Plan now to join us for the 
2015 NANASP Annual Training 

Conference 

June 3-5, 2015 



 

 

 
 
 

Louisville, Kentucky 
 
 

Hyatt Regency Louisville 
 

NANASP Group Rate: $159 Single/Double + tax per night 

Call for Speaker Proposals Open  
Visit www.nanasp.org for details. 

 

   
 

 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  

Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 
www.nanasp.org 
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