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Assisting Caregivers Today (ACT) Congressional 
Caucus Launched 

 
 

 
 

On March 3, a new bipartisan, bicameral caucus called the Assisting Caregivers Today 

Caucus, or ACT Caucus, launched. It is being co-chaired by Sens. Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) and 
Michael Bennet (D-CO) and Reps. Diane Black (R-TN) and Michelle Lujan Grisham (D-

NM).  The caucus’s goal is to inform members of Congress about the need to support 
caregivers and the challenges individuals face as they seek to live independently. The 

caucus would also like to “elevate the conversation, forge an environment and context 
conducive to reaching bipartisan solutions, and help create a sense of urgency to act” on 

these issues, according to its description.  

 
Meredith Ponder, NANASP’s Federal Policy and Advocacy Manager, was present at the 

launch event, where the co-chairs spoke about their interest in the issue and family 
caregivers shared their personal stories. To watch an archived video of the launch event 

on YouTube, click here.  

 

 
 

IPAB Repeal Effort Is Underway in  
114th Congress 

 
On March 2, H.R. 1190, the Protecting Seniors’ Access to Medicare Act, was introduced by 

Reps. Phil Roe (R-TN) and Linda Sanchez (D-CA), co-sponsored by 205 other 
representatives, including 17 other Democrats. This bill would repeal the Independent 

Payment Advisory Board (IPAB), a position which NANASP has historically supported in its 

position resolutions and via sign-on letters. This is a companion bill to S. 141, introduced 
by Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) and co-sponsored by 37 Republican senators. 

 
On March 6, NANASP sent a letter to Reps. Roe and Sanchez to support H.R. 1190. In 

part, the letter states that NANASP “supports H.R. 1190 because throughout the 50-year 

history of Medicare, decisions about Medicare spending and coverage have been the 
responsibility of Congress. This responsibility should not be abdicated to an unelected and 

unaccountable board, which would remove decisions about Medicare from beneficiaries 
and their elected legislators. This board could make irreversible decisions affecting access 

and quality of care for current and future older adults. While NANASP is sensitive to the 
need to control Medicare costs, we believe that IPAB is the wrong solution.” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6N7XL5LzaXo
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1190
http://nanasp.org/sites/default/files/NANASP2013Resolutions.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/141
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The Affordable Care Act Has Saved Billions of 
Dollars for Seniors, Reports HHS 

 
 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) reports that since 2010’s 
enactment of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), a total of 9.4 million seniors and people with 

disabilities have saved over $15 billion on prescription drugs, on average $1,598 per 
beneficiary. In 2014, these savings hit record highs, as 5.1 million seniors and people with 

disabilities saved $4.8 billion, an average of $941 per beneficiary. In 2013, 4.3 million 
saved only $3.9 billion.) 

 

The ACA closes Medicare’s gap in prescription drug coverage known as the “donut hole,” 
where beneficiaries had to pay the full cost of their prescriptions out of pocket, before 

catastrophic coverage took effect. The hole will be completely closed by 2020, meaning 
2015 is the halfway point to closing the gap. Because of the ACA, Medicare Part D 

beneficiaries who fell into the donut hole began receiving discounts on covered brand-

name and generic drugs. In 2015, these beneficiaries will receive discounts of 55 percent 
on the cost of brand-name drugs and 35 percent on the cost of generic drugs. 

 
 “Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, seniors and people with disabilities have saved over 

$15 billion on prescription drugs, and these savings will only increase over time as we 
close the Medicare coverage gap known as the donut hole,” said HHS Secretary Sylvia M. 

Burwell. “By providing access to affordable prescription drugs … the Affordable Care Act is 

working for seniors to help keep them healthier.” 
  

 

House Hunger Caucus Re-Launched 
 

 

On March 4, Reps. Jim McGovern (D-MA) and Lynn Jenkins (R-KS) re-launched the House 
Hunger Caucus in an event at the DC Central Kitchen.  The Caucus “is a bipartisan group 

of Members working to help stimulate ideas and foster solutions in the fight against 

hunger in America and around the world.” 
 

“Hunger doesn’t discriminate,” said Rep. Jenkins in a press release. “This isn’t just an 
urban problem, or a rural problem. This is a problem that spans generations from children 

to senior citizens. We need to do more and we can do more. It was a privilege to join the 
volunteers and staff at the DC Central Kitchen to officially launch the House Hunger 

Caucus. I'm proud to join with Congressman McGovern to re-establish the conversation 

and together help find sensible, bipartisan solutions to combat hunger.” 
 

Rep. McGovern gave a floor speech about the Caucus, saying, “Hunger touches every one 
of us here in this House. There is not a congressional district that is hunger free. 

According to the USDA, more than 17.5 million American households were food insecure 

in 2013, meaning that their access to adequate food was limited by a lack of money or 
other resources.  5.6 percent of households were considered to have very low food 

security. In other words, those households were hungry. Hunger disproportionately 
affects the most vulnerable among us – children, seniors and the disabled.” 

 
 

Census Bureau Finds SNAP Aid Rates Have 
Doubled Since 2000 

 
The Washington Post reported last week that a new Census Bureau report found that the 

share of households receiving aid through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

http://www.nanasp/
mailto:rblancato@nanasp.org
mailto:mponder@nanasp.org
mailto:pcarlson@nanasp.org
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2015pres/02/20150224a.html
http://lynnjenkins.house.gov/press-releases/reps-jenkins-mcgovern-launch-the-house-hunger-caucus/
http://mcgovern.house.gov/EHN_3-4-15
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2015/03/03/food-stamp-reliance-is-up-in-every-single-state-since-2000/
http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2015/acs/acsbr13-08.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(SNAP) has more than doubled since 2000. It has grown from 6.2% to 13.5% nationally 

and is now helping more than 1 in 8 Americans. 
 

In 2000, almost half the states had SNAP usage rates below 2013’s minimum of 5.9%, 
with fifteen states having rates below 5%. Today, 40 states have SNAP usage rates above 

10%, whereas in 2000, only three states did. The percent of households on SNAP has 

climbed to highs of 19.8% in Oregon and 19.4% in Mississippi. 

 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  
you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  

Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 

www.nanasp.org

 
 

  
 

NANASP is bringing nutrition services providers, senior center directors, 

nutrition program directors, dietitians, and policy makers who provide access 

to the latest in senior service program management from all over the country 

to further promote the impact of good nutrition for the elderly and healthy 

aging!  Discover what you should be thinking about and doing right now to 

help ensure the continuing success of your agency through this down economy 

and beyond. Learn more about the Older Americans Act (OAA) Reauthorization 

and how it will affect your agency. 

 
 

 
 

★ HOST HOTEL INFORMATION  ★ 

 
HYATT REGENCY LOUISVILLE 

311 South 4th Street, 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

502 581 1234 

http://louisville.hyatt.com 

 

NANASP Group Rate: 
$159.00 Single/Double 

http://twitter.com/nourishseniors
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Association-of-Nutrition-and-Aging-Services-ProgramsNANASP/297513753613
http://www.nanasp.org/
http://www.nanasp.org/
http://louisville.hyatt.com/
http://www.cvent.com/events/nanasp-2015-annual-training-conference/event-summary-02539767d4704a8ca9782bedc201d373.aspx


 
Click Here to Make Hotel Reservations Now 

 

★ 2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ★ 

 

NANASP has put together a terrific program for Nutrition and Senior Services 

Providers this year!  Highlights will include 

 

NANASP Washington Update| Robert Blancato, NANASP Executive Director   

Optimizing Health for Diverse Older Adults |  Cecilia Pozo Fileti, MS, RD, 

FADA Integrating Ethics into your Work with Staff and Volunteers  

Katherine Campbell, Executive Director, Council for Certification in Volunteer 

Administration Social Bullying: Strategies for Assessing and Intervening 

with Older Adults  

 Marsha Frankel, LICSW, Director of Mental Health, Jewish Family & Children’s 

Services 

 

Concurrent Breakout Session Topics will include: Kitchen’s Working 

Together to Reduce Costs | Growing Younger through Fall Prevention and 

Social Isolation Reduction | Opportunity Knocks: Understanding the Role of 

Nutrition Services in Healthcare Integration | 20 Hot Tips to Raise More Money 

for Senior Nutrition | Lunch and Learn Sessions | Messaging for All:  Learning 

from the SCESP Model | Everyone Wins with Evidence-Based Health 

Programming!  | RSVP: A Valuable Ally in Promoting Healthy Aging | 

Connected, Not Isolated: Showing Older Adults the iPad and the Internet | 

Improving Participation and Satisfaction in Your Nutrition Program with Onsite 

Chef Programs 
 

For more information, visit www.nanasp.org 

 
 

 

https://aws.passkey.com/g/34065124

