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OAA Reauthorization Under Way! 
 

 

 
 

On Tuesday, January 20, Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Patty Murray (D-WA), Bernie 
Sanders (I-VT) and Richard Burr (R-NC) introduced the Older Americans Act 

Reauthorization Act of 2015 (text). They will be holding a hearing to markup, or vote on 

the act in full committee, next Wednesday, January 28. 
 

The bill would reauthorize (extend) the Act for three years through 2018.  The Alexander-
Murray bill builds on legislation from the last Congress authored by Sen. Sanders which 

did not pass before the 113th Congress adjourned.  As a result, the process has to start 
over. 

 

As stated in a summary provided by Sen. Alexander, the bill “includes provisions that aim 
to protect vulnerable elders by strengthening the Long-Term Care Ombudsman program 

and existing elder abuse screening and prevention efforts. The bill also promotes the 
delivery of evidence-based programs, such as falls prevention and chronic disease self-

management programs. The reauthorization streamlines federal level administration of 

programs, promotes the efficient and effective use of transportation services, and 
improves coordination between programs at the federal, state, and local levels.” 

 
Provisions important to NANASP members that the bill includes: 

• Encouraging the use of locally grown fresh foods in nutrition programs 

• Updating bill language to reflect the “utilization” of dietitians 
• Clarifying the policy on supplemental foods given with home-delivered meals 

• Directing the Administration on Aging to include training for service providers 
on elder abuse in their area plans. 

In addition, the legislation leaves a number of important provisions of current law intact, 

including: 
• Separate funding for congregate and home delivered nutrition programs 

• Maintaining the system of voluntary contributions for participants in nutrition 

programs 
• Maintaining the ability of area agencies on aging to transfer up to 30 percent 

of funds between nutrition and supportive services   
• Maintaining the operation of the Senior Community Service Employment 

Program by the Department of Labor and not the Administration for 
Community Living as proposed by President Obama 

As of now, there is no timetable for action in the House.  However, since the Republicans 

are the majority in both the House and Senate, there is an assumption that a Senate-

passed bill could be considered by the House without the need for a separate bill. 

http://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/1-20-14%20Older%20Americans%20Act.pdf
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=8203cb2b-5056-a032-5272-463e29c38d78
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White House Conference on Aging Listening 
Session on Nutrition Next Week! 

 
 
 

 

Nutrition = Solutions to Healthy Aging and Long-Term 
Services and Supports 

 
 
 
 
 

 
National Listening Session 

January 29, 2015, 2:00-3:30 pm EST 
 

This national listening session, co-sponsored by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

and the National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs, with support from 
Abbott, will include participation from the White House Conference on Aging.   

 
The White House Conference on Aging has been held once a decade, beginning in 1961, 

and is designed to help chart the course of aging policy. It brings together older 

Americans, their families, caregivers, leaders in the aging field and other stakeholders to 
discuss age-related policies and to make recommendations to the public and private 

sectors on contributing to the welfare of older adults. 
 

The 2015 White House Conference on Aging has identified Healthy Aging and Long-Term 

Services and Supports as two of their four priority areas. This listening session outlines 
how nutrition is integral to these areas and in helping older adults live not only longer but 

better lives. 
 

Topics for this national nutrition listening session include: 
 The importance of nutrition programs for older adults and the need for innovation 

and expansion with an emphasis on the Older Americans Act 

 The significance of nutrition in chronic disease and as a key indicator of older 

adult health and opportunities for advancing the value of registered dietitian 

nutritionists in partnership with other healthcare professionals, for health 
promotion and disease prevention among older adults 

 The growing issue of malnutrition in older adults, local quality improvement 

solutions to advance their health by integrating malnutrition screening and 

intervention in healthcare delivery systems, and the use of malnutrition quality 

measures in public and private accountability programs.   

The listening session will feature:  

 
Nora Super  

Executive Director 

2015 White House Conference on Aging 
 

Paul Downey 
President and CEO, Serving Seniors, San Diego, California  

Immediate Past President, National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services 
Programs 

 

Martha Peppones, MS, RD 
Director of Nutrition Services 

http://www.nanasp/
mailto:rblancato@nanasp.org
mailto:mponder@nanasp.org
mailto:pcarlson@nanasp.org
http://www.whitehouseconferenceonaging.gov/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Services of Snohomish County, Washington 

 
Kristi Mitchell, MPH 

Senior Vice President 
Avalere Health, Washington, D.C. 

 

Continuing Education Units: 1.5 Dietitian CPEU, 1.5 Nurse Contact Hours 
 

To register, go to: 
https://eatright.webex.com/eatright/j.php?RGID=rdaafb5b4c987c4ae1819f3

4083e84010  

 
  

NCOA’s Senior SNAP Enrollment Initiative  
Now Accepting Applications 

 
From the National Council on Aging: 

 

“The National Council on Aging’s (NCOA) Senior SNAP Enrollment Initiative is a national 
program that fights senior hunger by supporting efforts by community-based 

organizations and agencies to assist older adults (i.e., age 60 and over) in applying for 
and enrolling in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). This initiative is 

supported by a generous grant from the Walmart Foundation. 
 

“Through the Senior SNAP Enrollment Initiative, NCOA will award $1,150,000 in grant 

funding to community-based organizations and agencies, including senior centers, to 
assist low-income older adults in applying for and enrolling in SNAP and other benefits.” 

 
To learn more and apply, see the Initiative website. 

 
 

If you’re not following NANASP on Twitter and Facebook,  

you’re missing out on up-to-the-minute advocacy alerts!  
Check out @nourishseniors and our Facebook page today! 

www.nanasp.org

 
 

 

https://eatright.webex.com/eatright/j.php?RGID=rdaafb5b4c987c4ae1819f34083e84010
https://eatright.webex.com/eatright/j.php?RGID=rdaafb5b4c987c4ae1819f34083e84010
http://www.ncoa.org/enhance-economic-security/SeniorHunger/ncoas-senior-snap-enrollment.html
http://twitter.com/nourishseniors
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Association-of-Nutrition-and-Aging-Services-ProgramsNANASP/297513753613
http://www.nanasp.org/
http://www.nanasp.org/


 

 
 

 
Stay tuned or visit http://www.nanasp.org/ for more information. 
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